
Library of Things
Partnering with libraries to lend non-

traditional items.
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Vermont's Libraries

185 libraries (all different)

One Department of Libraries (VTLib)

Three state associations (VLA, VSLA, 
VCAL)



About Me

Randolphian

Librarian

Technologist

Vermont Library Association digital 
communications lead



At least 44% of 
Vermont's 

libraries have 
Library of Things 

items. 



Better-known examples

Daycare kits

Puzzles & board games

Ukuleles 

Laptops, e-readers and mobile hotspots



Partnerships



Statewide

Moisture meters (Dept. of Libraries 
w/ Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation)

USB studio-quality microphones 
(Dept. of Libraries w/ Big Heavy 
World & Fletcher Free Library)



Snowshoes
Partnerships with Conservation 
Commissions, VT Department of 

Health, or RiseVT

One third of Vermont's libraries 
lend snowshoes.



Telescopes
Partnership with VT 

Astronomical Society

Carpenter-Carse Library
Hinesburg

(and others)



Field to Fork 
tool cottage

Partnership with 
Vermont Foodbank

Brooks Memorial Library
Brattleboro

(and others, similar)



Bicycles
Partnership with American 

Library Association via  Libraries 
Transforming Communities grant 

program

Tunbridge Public Library

(and others)



e-bikes
Partnership with Vermont 

Council on Rural Development 
via a Climate Catalysts 
Innovation Fund Grant

Isley Public Library
Middlebury

(and others)



Folding kayak
Partnership with Tucktec via a 

grant from Concept2

Craftsbury Public Library
Craftsbury



Disc Golf
Partnership with the school and 

the Rec Department 

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library
Williston

(and others)



Concerns



Partner concerns

"Who promotes this?"

"Will library restrictions (geographic, 
lending, privacy, hours) work with 
our goals?"

"Trial or permanent?"

"What does the library bring to the 
table? What do we?"



Library concerns

Liability ($$ and injury)

"Who maintains this?"

"Where do we store this?"

"Who promotes this?"

"Does this align with our collection 
development policies?"



Benefits for all

Economies of scale

Combining potentially disparate 
communities

CIVICS!!



Thank you. Questions?
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