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Carnegie	libraries.	

Burlington,	Fair	Haven,	Morrisville	and	Rockingham.

Average	tax	support	per	person,	per	year.	

Vermont	is	one	of	eight	states	that	receive	no	direct	
funding	from	the	state	for	public	libraries.

Public	access	computers.	

With	an	average	of	six	computers	per	library,	Vermont	
libraries	had	417,408	public	computing	sessions.

Library	Statistics	-	2020
Vermont	has	183-ish	libraries,	more	than	any	other	state	per	capita.
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IMLS	and	national	organizations	like	the	American	Library	Association	offered	funding	and	advice.	OCLC's	
REALM	project	gave	us	early	COVID	guidance.

The	Department	of	Libraries	offered	exceptional	support	and	the	Vermont	Library	Association	gave	
us	networking	opportunities	and	statewide	advocacy.

Nearly	all	communities	were	supportive	of	making	changes	in	the	name	of	public	health.

In	Vermont,	it	really	felt	like	we	were	(are)	all	in	this	together.

The	library	ecosystem	is	large,	even	in	Vermont	
Each	public	library	has	their	own	budget	and	determines	their	own	programming,	
they	are	also	part	of	a	larger	support	and	advocacy	network.



IMLS	-	top-down	funding





Libraries	that	are	open	to	the	public.	

One	percent	are	closed,	with	57%	staff-only	and	16%	
are	open	by	appointment.	

Libraries	doing	virtual	programming.	

Twenty-three	percent	are	doing	some	form	of	in-person	
programming	including	outdoor	and	asynchronous	events.

Curbside	pickup	available.	

Also,	ninety-nine	percent	of	libraries	offer	wi]i	access	
outside	the	building.

Library	Statistics	-	March	2021
The	Department	of	Libraries	has	been	collecting	weekly	statistics	about	
public	library	services	during	this	year.
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Libraries	that	have	not	laid	off	or	furloughed	staff.	

Libraries	closed	to	public	but	still	offering	services.	

Printing,	faxing,	and	scanning	which	can	be	done	curbside	
or	by	appointment.

Libraries	that	offer	masks	for	patron	use.	

Library	Statistics	-	March	2021
These	statistics	have	allowed	public	libraries	to	understand	what	other	
libraries	are	doing	and	de]ine	a	"new	normal."

89%

73%

79%



‣ more	wifi	access	points	
‣ on	for	more	hours	
‣ a	map		that	shows	where	to	find	them	
‣ technology	to	borrow	

165+	libraries	(probably	more)	are	access	
points	for	their	communities

Staying	connected

Chelsea



VTLib	and	VLA	each	sponsor	regular	online	
meetups	for	continuing	education	and	
updates,	most	recently	a	Town	Meeting/
legislative	update.	

VTLib	sends	out	twice-weekly	resource	
updates	and	the	State	Librarian	
(Extraordinaire)	emails	the	daily	Dept.	of	
Health	COVID	updates	to	all	libraries.	

Staying	connected





‣ Plastic	barriers	
‣ Disinfectant	
‣ Wipes	
‣ Hand	sanitizer

P!	P!	E!

Many	libraries	found	friendly	ways	to	
introduce	patrons	to	new	procedures.

St.	J.	Athenæum





Curbside	or	
at-the-door	
services

Waterbury



in	all	seasons…
Bixby/Vergennes Rochester

Waterbury
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Barnet's	"Library	on	the	Lawn"



Barnet's	"Library	on	the	Lawn"



Waterbury	backyard	story	walk



Distanced	
Programming



Peacham's	social	distancing	aids



Peacham's	story	walk



Charlotte	take	out	crafts

Norwich	
craft-to-go	bags

Jeudevine/Hardwick	
take	home	storytime



Williamstown's	Weekly	book	bingo Lincoln's	sugaring	displays



Community	
Building



Kimball	Library's	car	parade	for	Courtney

Norwich	Library's	graduation	celebration



Boys	&	Girls	Club	LEGO	
competition,	contestants	took	
their	creations	to	the	Boys	&	
Girls	Club.	Judging	in	the	
morning,	families	sign	up	for	
10	minute	time	slots	to	view	
the	creations	and	admire	the	
winners.	Last	year:	60	entries.	
This	year:	45	in	the	middle	of	
the	pandemic,	from	pre-K	
through	high	school!

Bixby's	3rd	Annual	Lego	competition



"It	truly	exemplified	the	best	of	what	has	come	
out	of	the	pandemic:	greater	cooperation	and	
collaboration,	more	creative	solutions	to	
programming,	and	a	commitment	to	offer	the	
community	a	sense	of	fun	and	purpose	across	
generations."

Catharine	Findiesen	Hays,	Director	
Bixby	Memorial	Free	Library



Here	are	some	cards	
that	Jenny	Roy	made.	
Please	take	some	and	
send	them	to	people	
who	are	stuck	at	
home	due	to	this	
difficult	time.	I	
thought	these	cards	
would	cheer	people	
up.	Also	take	a	book	
mark.	Enjoy!

Peacham
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Thank	You!
Questions?

Charlotte


