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What is a blog?
A user-generated website with:

Posts – text, links, images, audio, video
Organized chronologically by date (new @ top)
Unique URL’s for posts (permalinks)
Comments – very important aspect of blogs
Self-archives by date (automated)
Searchable (usually)
Conversational style
May limit authorship or readership to certain 
individuals or groups
Provides an “RSS feed” that “syndicates” the 
content for readers – it comes to me!



Some Librarian Blog Examples

Librarian.net (Jessamyn West)
http://Librarian.net

Tame the Web (Michael Stephens)
http://www.tametheweb.com

The Shifted Librarian (Jenny Levine)
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com

http://librarian.net/
http://www.tametheweb.com/
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/


Birmingham PL 
Blog

http://bplolinenews
.blogspot.com/



Why Have a Library Blog?

Helps tell your “library story” – humanizes 
and personalizes your library
An efficient means to empower staff to 
communicate with the public (and each 
other – think about a staff blog!)

If they can type, they can blog.

Adds freshness to your website
Link to separate blog site (Birmingham), or
Embed blog in your website (aadl.org)



Why Have a Library Blog? (cont.)

Creates a library “community” online in a 
way no static website can.
Increases information literacy by keeping 
your patrons (and staff) current on library 
events, resources and more
Communicate with your patrons their way 
– aka  “60 million blogs can’t be (all) 
wrong!”



Blog Statistics – From Jenny Levine’s Presentation on “Blogs, 
RSS and Wikis in Way Too Short a Time” (2006)



Hennepin 
County 
(MN) 
BookSpace

http://www.hclib.org/pub/bookspace/



She Said/He Said – Kankakee (IL) PL

http://lions-online-shesaidhesaid.blogspot.com/



Homer Township (IL) Library 
Teen Events Blog

http://www.homerlibrary.org/teenevents.asp



Creating a Blog
Popular Software & Services

MovableType (Perl/MySQL)
http://www.movabletype.org/

WordPress (PHP/MySQL)
http://wordpress.org/

Typepad (blog software for a fee)
http://www.typepad.com

Blogger (free Web service) **
http://www.blogger.com/

http://www.movabletype.org/
http://wordpress.org/
http://www.typepad.com/
http://www.blogger.com/


Blogger.com



Start a Blog – As Easy As:

1)  Create a Blogger Account

2)  Name Your Blog

3)  Choose a Template for your blog

4)  Start Posting!



Blogs:  Notions to Consider
Who is going to update it?  You MUST 
have buy-in.
What are you going to say?  
To whom are you speaking?  Patrons, 
community leaders, teens, homebound?  
All of the above? (yes!)
How will you tell your community about 
your blog?  (Marketing)
How will this serve the Library’s Mission?



RSS – Telling Your Story



RSS

RSS:
-is rather hard to describe in text, easier to show
-stands for:

Rich Site Summary
RDF Site Summary
Really Simple Syndication

-a form of XML (web markup language) used for syndicating 
news items on the Internet.  It’s for machines to read, not for 
people.
-what allows RSS aggregators to read your blogs for you and 
then serve them up to you.
-created by your blogging software! No language to learn.



What Does RSS Look Like?



Benefits of RSS
Can be corralled into an Aggregator for 
easier viewing and fewer clicks.
Information is served to the ‘customer’ in 
a single location.  They rarely need to go 
to the original website unless the author 
sends them there, or to view special 
content.
Information is received in a timely manner 
– basically when it’s posted.



Types of Aggregators
Client

FeedReader

Server-based
Feed on Feeds

Add-on
Puck for Internet Explorer 6

Built-in
Internet Explorer 7 & Firefox 2.x+

Web-based service**
Bloglines.com



Reading RSS Feeds with Bloglines.com



Using Bloglines.com – As Easy As:
1)  Create a Bloglines Account

2)  Verify Account via email

3)  Find RSS Feeds to Read

4)  Subscribe to Feeds

5)  Check Bloglines.com every day 
(hour?) for new posts



So What Can You Do With RSS?
Keep yourself current on library topics, 
news, hobby blogs, etc. via an 
Aggregator.
Create an RSS Feed of your library blog –
speak directly to your patrons.

Blog software does this for you automatically.

“Republish” other entities’ feeds on 
your library website – help keep your 
website content fresh with no effort!

Easy online services (free) = Grazr and J2S 
They do the work for you



Republishing 
Example



So.  Blogs.
Blogs are a great communication tool.
Blogs are addictive!  Use an aggregator to 
save yourself time.
You (and your library) can blog.  Easily.  
Give it a try!
RSS is how blogs are able to come to you, 
instead of you going to them.
You can embed RSS feeds in your website 
to keep it fresh and current, with little 
effort!



Thanks!

Louise Alcorn
louise.alcorn@wdm-ia.com

West Des Moines Public Library
West Des Moines, Iowa
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