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What 1s a blog?

A user-generated website with:

O

OO 00000

O

Posts — text, links, images, audio, video
Organized chronologically by date (new @ top)
Unique URL’s for posts (permalinks)
Comments — very important aspect of blogs
Self-archives by date (automated)

Searchable (usually)

Conversational style

May limit authorship or readership to certain
Individuals or groups

Provides an “RSS feed” that “syndicates” the
content for readers — it comes to me!



Some Librarian Blog Examples

O Librarian.net (Jessamyn West)

0 Tame the Web (Michael Stephens)

O The Shifted Librarian (Jenny Levine)



http://librarian.net/
http://www.tametheweb.com/
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/
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Why Have a Library Blog?

O Helps tell your “library story” — humanizes
and personalizes your library

O An efficient means to empower staff to
communicate with the public (and each
other — think about a staff blog!)

= If they can type, they can blog.
O Adds freshness to your website

= Link to separate blog site (Birmingham), or
= Embed blog in your website (aadl.org)




Why Have a Library Blog? (cont.)

O Creates a library “community” online in a
way no static website can.

O Increases information literacy by keeping
your patrons (and staff) current on library
events, resources and more

0 Communicate with your patrons their way
— aka “60 million blogs can’t be (all)
wrong!”




Blog Statistics — From Jenny Levine’s Presentation on “Blogs,
RSS and Wikis in Way Too Short a Time” (2006)

» Technorati now tracks more than 37.3 million blogs
» The blogosphere is doubling in size every 6 months

» It is now more than 60 times bigger than it was 3
years ago

» On average, a new blog is created every second of
every day

» 19.4 million bloggers (55%) are still posting 3
months after their blogs are created

» Technorati.com tracks about 1.2 million new blog
posts each day, about 50,000 per hour

» English is no longer the primary language of the
blogosphere (31%)
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She Said/He Said — Kankakee (IL) PL

201 East Merchant Street
Kankakee lllinois 60901

Cindy Fuerst, Director of the Kankakee Public Library and Steve Bertrand, Assistant Direc-
tor of the Kankakee Public Library discuss and debate the issues facing today's public
libraries
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Homer Township (IL) Library
Teen Events Blog

Attention 8th graders!

&th graders - We may have spots open in our teen leadership acaderny.
If you are interested in participating, please fill out an application farm.
Applicants are not guaranteed acceptance in the academy.

For more information about Energy, the teen leadership academy, click
here.

posted by reference at 12:23 pm | 0 commeants

YALSA hosting YouTube contest

TALSA (voung Adult Library Services Association) is hosting a YouTube
contest, For more information, click here.

posted by reférence at 5:37 pm | 0 comments




Creating a Blog

Popular Software & Services
= MovableType (Perl/MySQL)

= WordPress (PHP/MySQL)
= Typepad (blog software for a fee)

= Blogger (free Web service) **



http://www.movabletype.org/
http://wordpress.org/
http://www.typepad.com/
http://www.blogger.com/

Blogger.com
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Sign in to use Blogger
with your GoGgLe Acmunt

SIGN IN

B 2:01 PM S H more »
gucci purses korea Inspiration:Life

e eel® Create ablogin3
easy steps:

0 Create an account

@ Name your blog
Publish Get

thoughts feedback photos mobile @ Choose a template

A blog is your easy-to-use web site, where you can guickly post

thoughts, interact with people, and more. All for FREE. ; E O RO

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright© 1999 - 2008 Goozle




Start a Blog — As FEasy As:

1) Create a Blogger Account
2) Name Your Blog
3) Choose a Template for your blog

4) Start Posting!




Blogs: Notions to Consider

0 Who is going to update it? You MUST
have buy-in.

0 What are you going to say?

0 To whom are you speaking? Patrons,
community leaders, teens, homebound?
All of the above? (yes!)

o How will you tell your community about
your blog? (Marketing)

0 How will this serve the Library’s Mission?




RSS — Telling Your Story




RSS
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RSS:
-is rather hard to describe in text, easier to show
-stands for:
Rich Site Summary
RDF Site Summary
Really Simple Syndication
-a form of XML (web markup language) used for syndicating
news items on the Internet. It's for machines to read, not for
people.
-what allows RSS aggregators to read your blogs for you and
then serve them up to you.
-created by your blogging software! No language to learn.




What Does RSS ook Like?

J.ﬁ.ddress I@ hktp: fhanen, lisiobs, comyjobs/index. asp j PEo J & Snaglt E

Combined Job Postings %

Library Job Postings on the Internet

These job listings are prowided by Libeary Job Postings on the Internet and LIS jobs cotn, and are jeintly maintained by Sarah JTohnson and Eachel Singer Gordon,

Jobe are listed in reverse chronological order as receved. Dates are in 713, (mn/ddinmy) format. Pleaze be sure to apply directly to emplovers as stated in
mdirdual ads, not to Libraty Job Postings on the Internet or LIS jobs com. To lst your open position here, use the online submmission form.

RSS feed available! View new job listings directly in vour ageregator. EZIH

J Address @-http:,l',l'www.lisjnbs.n:nm,l'rss.asp }'é'"‘-—
_— —

<7uml version="1.0" encoding="js0-8359-1" 7=
- «rss version="2.0">
- <channel=
<title>Combined Library Job Postings - Lisjobs.com and Library Job Postings on the Internet</title>
zlink=http:/ fwww .lisjobs.com/jobs /</link>
<description=http:/ /www lisjobs.com/jobs/</descriptionz
<languageren-us</anguage=
- zitemz
<title=1/29/2007-Director, Ella Johnson Memaorial Public Library District, Hampshire, Illinois</title:
<link=http:/ fwww lisjobs.com/fjobs fitem.asp?ID=32955</link=
<descriptionzDirector</description:
<pubDate=Mon, 29 Jan 2007 06:01:00 +0000</pubDates
</litems
- =zitemz




Benefits of RSS

O Can be corralled into an Aggregator for
easler viewing and fewer clicks.

O Information iIs served to the ‘customer’ Iin
a single location. They rarely need to go
to the original website unless the author

sends them there, or to view special
content.

O Information is received in a timely manner
— basically when it’s posted.




Types ot Aggregators

O Client
m FeedReader

O Server-based
» Feed on Feeds

0 Add-on
= Puck for Internet Explorer 6
O Built-in
= Internet Explorer 7 & Firefox 2.x+

0 Web-based service**
= Bloglines.com




Reading RSS Feeds with Bloglines.com

B'lo lines ;7 Nelcome lalcorn@gmail.com dﬂ’ | Account | Help | Log Out
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[] The Shifted Librarian Ower at Hangingtogether, Roy has posted In the Hall of the Mountain King, an inside tour of the OCLC computing and
J» Slashdot monitaring facilities. It includesz a ten Petabyte tape backup, 180 Terabytes of disks, the WaorldCat servers, and the

infrastructure supporting Open WorldCat. "Taking a lesson from Gooagle, this set of processors running in parallel is

Additional Features { capable of providing millisecond response times by dividing up the index across multiple nodes and merging the results.

(22)

1 Using commeodity hardware from Dell and open zource system software (SUSE Linux), OCLC is working at reducing
B Image Wall infrastructure costs while maximizing performance.”
B Recommendations | Tips FRead more of this story at LISNews.org.

El Create Email Subscriptions

Posted on: Fri, Oct 5 2007 2:19 PM | Updated: Sun, Oct 7 2007 10:15 AM | Email This | Clin/Blog This  Keep New: []

El Open Notifier | Download
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Butt . . . .
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B Import Subscriptions Read more of this story at LISNews.org.

E’ Export Subscriptions

Posted on: Fri, Oct 5 2007 1:19 PM | Email This | Clip/Blog This Keep New: [

El Directory
) share Missing CA Librarian Found in Oregon Hospital

By birdie on happy-ending




Using Bloglines.com — As Fasy As:

1) Create a Bloglines Account
2) Verify Account via email
3) Find RSS Feeds to Read

4) Subscribe to Feeds

5) Check Bloglines.com every day
(hour?) for new posts




So What Can You Do With RSS?

0 Keep yourself current on library topics,
news, hobby blogs, etc. via an
Aggregator.

O Create an RSS Feed of your library blog —
speak directly to your patrons.
= Blog software does this for you automatically.

O “Republish” other entities’ feeds on
your library website — help keep your
website content fresh with no effort!

= Easy online services (free) = Grazr and J2S
They do the work for you




Republishing

HOME MYQLA SHOPCLA JOINCIA DONATE CONTACT SITEMAP
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So. Blogs.

O Blogs are a great communication tool.

O Blogs are addictive! Use an aggregator to
save yourself time.

O You (and your library) can blog. Easily.
Give it a try!

0 RSS Is how blogs are able to come to you,
Instead of you going to them.

O You can embed RSS feeds in your website
to keep it fresh and current, with little
effort!



Thanks!

Louise Alcorn
louise.alcorn@wdm-ia.com
West Des Moines Public Library
West Des Moines, lowa
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