Meet Your Mac

Your job is to be able to use the Mac as a tool to get your work done, to know how to solve problems as they come up, and to not be distracted by everything else.

Essential Mac

- System updates

- AppleCare & Support options

- Online support at discussions.apple.com

- "About This Mac"

- Right-click or CTRL-click for more options.

- The Finder is the one application that is always running

What is the dock?

You can keep shortcuts for frequently used programs & documents on the dock.

. The dock is

- movable

- hideable

- size-adjustable

The dock changes depending on what you are doing

Where are my things?

- "Home" 

- Learn to Go > Home

- The Desktop is actually a folder in your home directory

How do I install a program?

- Learn where downloads go

- Learn how to open/unpack them

- Drag application to Applications folder

- Clean up afterwards

Is it safe?

- Yes. You do not need anti-virus software

System Preferences
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Use this image as a reminder of what is here. Nearly all configurable options are here. Others are in the Preferences section of whatever program you're using.
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Solving Problems

Getting Help

- The Help menu is always the rightmost one.

- Using the Search box will get you general help.

- Program-specific help is under the search box.

Using Search

- Spotlight settings are in the System preferences

- You can have a key command that activated Search

Making Backups - Two or Three Options

1. Time Machine with a "Time Capsule"

2. Time Machine with an external drive

3. By hand using an external drive

Tougher Problems

- Create a second user account and see if the problem still occurs.

- Use the Disk Utility program in the Utilities folder

- Call Apple if you can't figure it out yourself

I Need to Run a Windows Program

- Newer Macs - Sun VirtualBox, VMWare Fusion, BootCamp

- Older Macs - GuestPC, Bochs x86 PC emulator

What Utilities Do You Have?

- Grab does screen captures

- Activity Monitor tells you what's happening

- DigitalColor meter lets you grab colors

- Console gives you more information than you probably need

- See next page for other utilities

Just for Fun: Some Utilities
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The Finder

The finder is an application that is always running. It controls the look and feel of the operating system. It has its own preferences and settings.
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<<< These vary depending on what is installed








