
Online Bargains, The Basics
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1. Credit card with known billing address

2. Ship-to address that works for USPS or UPS/Fedex

3. Willingness to set up usernames/passwords

4. Email address (sometimes, not always)

What is online shopping good for?

· When you need an item and don't have time for a trip to the store, or the store is closed.

· When you need an item that you can't find in the store

· When you're shopping for things with highly variable prices like airplane tickets or rental cars

· When you don't mind taking some time to find a lower priced item

What else is good to know?

· Stores you already shop in may also have online stores: llbean.com, rei.com, target.com, sears.com

· Some stores may look like established businesses but may be fly-by-night operations. You can check websites like epinions.com and consumerreports.org to check out sites you are not familiar with, or call them on the phone if you have questions or concerns. Be frugal but also be prudent. 

General workflow

Browse items > select items > add items to cart > check out > track item

Checking Out = choose payment options > give personal information > confirm details > get/print receipt > track item online or by phone

Some online shopping vocabulary

shopping cart, check out, cookies, https, rebates, instant rebates, paypal

