
Book 2.0
what all this blah blah tech stuff has for 

people who love reading 
(in the tub)

Jessamyn West

< librarian.net/talks/pla10 >
Hi, thanks for coming!



quick intro
I like to read books and yet this may be the year I “stopped reading”
http://flickr.com/photos/iamthebestartist/2918671027/



librarian

I work at two local libraries, one of them as a fill-in librarian and one where I’m helping with the automation 
project [using tech to make projects easier]. Until last school year I worked with eight tiny libraries helping them 
with computer issues.



“moderator”

I run a website called MetaFilter. It’s got a lot of parts, part blog, part Q and A site, part social network. It’s all 
home made. It supports four people.



reader

I like to read books. I have a list of all the books I’ve read online since 1997. I don’t use any social web tools for 
this. I sometimes think that I should. I find most of the books I want to read via friend' suggestions or by browsing 
the library shelves. I am beginning to think that this is unusual.



disclaimer

And before we go any further let me just say that I do NOT use a lot of these web tools in my jobs....



2.0 in a nutshell
I'm going to go over some of the 2.0 stuff even though it seems like old hat. More and more nowadays, people call 
it The Social Web, but it's important, to me, to explain what we're talking about and not just say "twitter and 
facebook" as shorthand.



2.0 stuff...

http://www.oreillynet.com/lpt/a/6228



more 2.0 stuff

http://www.oreillynet.com/lpt/a/6228



2.0“using technology 
to solve problems, 
with a few sorts of 

features...”







features



networked

We’re getting to the point where the network can be assumed. wait, you say, what about Farmer Bob who lives up 
on the mountain? Good point. Tools like IM and social networking software work best when you can be more or 
less “always on”

http://flickr.com/photos/briansolis/2374839848/



2.0-topia is

http://www.vimeo.com/log_in



connected?
“There are three primary 

reasons why the 35 percent of 
non-adopting Americans do not 
have broadband: cost, lack of 
digital literacy and broadband 
is not sufficiently relevant for 

them to purchase it”

"Broadband Adoption and Use in America" Feb 2010, p. 5

http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/257/report_display.asp



connected?
“One in 10 rural non-

adopters say they cannot get 
broadband where they live. 
That is more than twice the 

national average.”

"Broadband Adoption and Use in America" Feb 2010, p. 7

So technological solutions may not be appropriate for all people. The digital divide is real.



transparent

http://icanhaz.com/questionboard



transparent

http://icanhaz.com/questionboard



shared/sharing

http://www.librarything.com/work/6518/reviews/14902332

http://www.librarything.com/work/6518/reviews/14902332
http://www.librarything.com/work/6518/reviews/14902332


user-generated content

http://flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/2989424855/

http://flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/2989424855/
http://flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/2989424855/


recombined

http://www.franklinparklibrary.org/historical_map
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6602836.html

http://www.franklinparklibrary.org/historical_map
http://www.franklinparklibrary.org/historical_map


simple?



when is a book not a book?



Kindle

• ok resolution

• battery life

• US only

• “1500+ books”

• not for libraries?

Library Journal editorial, March 1, 2008

9.7 in diagonal, 824 × 1200 pixels, 150 ppi, 16-level grayscale display



ipod/iphone

• easy to buy licensed 
content

• software lock-in for 
itms

• screen sort of “eh”

• most popular device

http://flickr.com/photos/iamthebestartist/3024073648/
http://www.lexcycle.com/
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/is_the_iphone_the_ultimate_ebook_reader.php



others



software options



overdrive/audiobooks

* choke *



atomized texts?



copyright

•what do you own?

•what can you do 
with it?

•who says?

•or else what?



privacy

Eff published a buyer's guide



social examples



social means...
• you can create a profile

• you can link to or friend other users

• you can generate/add some sort of content

• there is some “there” there



facebook examples

•Shelfari (3,034)

•GoodReads (17,840)

•Reading (59,383)

•WeRead (376,303)

I can not even see some of these because I have blocked them on facebook....

http://www.facebook.com/apps/directory.php%23!/apps/application.php?id=2466516986
http://www.facebook.com/apps/directory.php%23!/apps/application.php?id=2466516986
http://www.facebook.com/home.php%23!/pages/Goodreads/53427562027?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php%23!/pages/Goodreads/53427562027?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php%23!/pages/Jordan/Reading/26958092071?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php%23!/pages/Jordan/Reading/26958092071?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=2406120893&ref=appd
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=2406120893&ref=appd


Twitter?
• TwitterLit (also on FriendFeed)

• ALA Twitter Feeds

• Albany Times-Union Arts

http://www.twitterlit.com/
http://www.twitterlit.com/
http://wikis.ala.org/readwriteconnect/index.php/ALA_Twitter_Feeds
http://wikis.ala.org/readwriteconnect/index.php/ALA_Twitter_Feeds
http://twitter.com/albanytuarts
http://twitter.com/albanytuarts


others...
• Flickr: MyBooks, Inspired books, displays, shelves

• Overbooked/Overbookers

• Simple staff options (details)

• Next up: Goodreads, LibraryThing, Shelfari

http://flickr.com/groups/inspiredbooks/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookdisplays/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookshelf/

http://flickr.com/groups/mybooks/
http://flickr.com/groups/mybooks/
http://flickr.com/groups/inspiredbooks/
http://flickr.com/groups/inspiredbooks/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookdisplays/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookdisplays/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookshelf/
http://flickr.com/groups/bookshelf/
http://www.overbooked.org/ra/index.html
http://www.overbooked.org/ra/index.html
http://overbookers.ning.com/
http://overbookers.ning.com/
http://www.mrrl.org/blogs/wordpress/books/
http://www.mrrl.org/blogs/wordpress/books/
http://librarianbyday.wordpress.com/2008/09/08/using-wordpress-for-bibliographies-or-readers-advisory-sites/
http://librarianbyday.wordpress.com/2008/09/08/using-wordpress-for-bibliographies-or-readers-advisory-sites/


firefox



book burro

http://www.bookburro.org/



search engines

570 library plugins - for firefox and IE7



libx

and the toolbar!  http://libx.org/



greasemonkey



other userscripts

• library modules

• other page display fun

• “search amazon” from NYTimes book review



some “out there” examples



literature-map



aqua browser

http://aqua.queenslibrary.org/
http://aqua.queenslibrary.org/


“social reading”

• trusted network

• more connections

• more granularity

• big databases

• easy to use



“The entire point of RA is to reach readers…

Library 2.0 tools play to the strengths of RA work 

and can deepen and broaden the interaction, 

introduce new ways of connecting books to other 

items, and enable librarians to enlist the entire 

community of readers in the collaborative 

creation of RA services for everyone”

Neal Wyatt, “2.0 for Readers,” Library Journal 132, no. 18 
(November 1, 2007): 30-33.



Thank You

< librarian.net/talks/pla10 >


